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THE NATIONAL AIRLINE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA




Air Niugini services were inaugurated on the 1st of November 1973, when flight PX100 left Port Moresby en route to Lae, Rabaul and Kieta. Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare, then Chief Minister of the Territories, cut the ribbon. 

Schedule 3 (December 1973) shows eight (8) F27’s and two (2) DC3’s flying to Buka, Bulolo, Jayapura, Daru, Goroka, Garaiana, Gurney, Mount Hagen, Honiara, Hoskins, Kieta, Kavieng, Kokoda, Lae (city), Losuia, Madang, Manus Island, Munda, Port Moresby, Popondetta, Rabaul, Talasea, Vanimo, Vivigani and Wewak. See 1973 Route Map and Fare Guide. Old Tickets 

In its first year Air Niugini carried 350,000 passengers (85,000 more than forecast) and flew more than 27,000 hours. 
DC3 Aircraft used by Air Niugini
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