DC-4 flights from the

Delta Air Lines, May, 1946 timetable

 For MS Flight Simulator 2002 and Century of Flight.
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Included below are images of Delta Air Lines related to DC-4 operations during the years 1946-1947.  The post-WWII period was a dynamic and exciting time as the little company of the “Trans-Southern Route” started expansions, mergers and acquisitions that would lead it to being the third largest United States airline at the close of the 20th century.
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Eight C-54/DC-4 aircraft were added to the Delta fleet in early 1946.  It was the first four-engine aircraft for the airline, and very much needed to fly the post war expanded schedule.  Delta began non-stop service between Atlanta and Chicago Midway that year.  The DC-4 provided the speed and payload capability the DC-3 could not: the DC-4 made the 640 statute mile trip from Atlanta to Chicago in a little over three hours with 44 passengers.  Also, of course, there was image to consider.  Four engines meant the “big leagues”.  
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The picture below was reproduced from R.E.G. Davies outstanding book: DELTA: The Illustrated History of a Major U.S. Airline, Paladwr Press, ©1990. 
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Below are images of several different timetables.  It is interesting to note that air travel was still considered very “new-fangled” and seemed inaccessible to most Americans.  The common mode of travel of the day was by rail road.  Airlines modeled their timetables after rail road timetables to appeal to a wider market and make air travel seem more “normal”.
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July 1, 1946 route map (C. Sloan)
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July 1, 1946 cover (P. Sloan)
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1947 advertisement (C.Sloan)
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1946 advertisement 2 (C. Sloan)
The images above proudly and understandably emphasize the DC-4, but it should be noted that the DC-3 was still the back bone of the fleet and accounted for a majority of the flying.  In fact, the DC-3s were flying long after the DC-4s had been replaced by other aircraft.  All of the DC-4s had been sold by 1953.  The last DC-3 would not be sold for another decade.

Referring to the timetable images in the included “DAL 1946 TT.zip” file, some airfields of the period do not coincide with the current facilities.  A brief description of those airports affecting the DC-4 flights is offered below.

KATL, in 1946, was known as Atlanta Municipal Airport, and was on the north side of the current Hartsfield-[Jackson] International.  The only remaining identifiable areas are the hangars and parking area at the Delta headquarters.  Hangar 1 and 2 look much the same as they did many years ago and are now home to the Delta Air Transport Heritage Museum (www.deltamuseum.org). 
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Approximate Atlanta Municipal runway pattern over the current airport. (Google)


Runway 18-36, 4750 x 150 feet
   Runway 3-21, 3400 x 150 feet


Runway 09-27, 4600 x 150 feet    Runway 15-33, 4500 x 150 feet

KJAX, Imeson Army Air Field, also known as Jacksonville Naval Auxiliary Station, was turned over to civil control after WWII.  It was known as Imeson Jacksonville Municipal or just Imeson Field and was located just north of the downtown area.
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A 1944 Army diagram of Jacksonville #1 (courtesy of George Miller via Paul Freeman)
The Navy operated PB4Y Privateers (modified B-24s) from the field during the war as part of the anti-submarine war effort.  When the airport started taking airliners in earnest after the war, runway 18R-36L was closed to make more ramp area.  From the diagram above:


Runway 18L-36R, 5000 x 150 feet
Runway 05-23, 6800 x 150 feet



Runway 09-27, 7000 x 200 feet

Runway 12-30, 7000 x 150 feet
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A circa 1952-57 view of an Eastern Airlines Martin 404 in front of the Imeson control tower (Paul Freeman)
The airfield was unable to expand to meet the requirements of the jet age, so the current Jacksonville International was built farther north and away from population. 
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Map of northern Jacksonville area shown the current airport versus Imeson Field (Google) 

The fate of Imeson was typical of many airports; it became an industrial park.  Some of the runway / taxi surfaces are still visible and some buildings remain.  The satellite view below shows the approximate WWII era runway pattern overlaying the current day industrial park.
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Jacksonville Imeson Field as it appears today.  The north-south road to the left of the picture is U.S. Route 17, which comes north directly from downtown Jacksonville.

After WWII, Miami, Florida had many airports from which to choose.  The current day Miami International actually evolved from several airports.  The facility pertinent to passenger operations was the “Pan Am Field” also known as the “36th Street Airport”.  The terminal facility was immediately south of 36th Street and consisted of not only the passenger terminal, but also maintenance and administrative offices for Pan American Airways.  The other airfield was an Army Air Corps facility built on the location of the present day terminal and runway 12-30.
The main runway (09-27) at the Pan Am field was 7000 x 150 feet, quite large for the day.  But the terminal area was already becoming cramped due to the minimal distance between 36th Street and the runways.  In fact, National Airlines built a terminal on the east side of the airport, access for which crossed a major north-south street requiring traffic stops for taxiing aircraft!
As an ironic note, Delta’s fledgling service to Miami started in 1946 at the terminal built by one of world’s pioneer airlines, Pan American Airways.  In 1991, Delta acquired much of the routes and facilities from a bankrupt Pan Am.  
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The 36th Street Airport runway pattern overlaying the present day Miami International North Cargo ramp (google maps)
I hope you can imagine how wondrous it must have been to get on an “aeroplane” weighing 35 tons with four, count them, four massive radial engines!  It must have been awesome. (For perspective, a Delta 767 flying from Atlanta to the west coast carries 40 tons of fuel alone.)  The post war years were some of the most prosperous and happiest times in a volatile industry. The C-54/DC-4 was the platform with which many companies defined themselves as “major airlines” in the booming post-war era.

 I hope these DC-4 flights will enhance your enjoyment of your flight simulator experience, and give added appreciation for the challenges of propliner flying.
“Plan your flight.  Fly your plan.”
Jim Daigneau DC3-1402, 0206
Look for the DC-3 Airways scenery team to produce an updated “airway range” system, which will greatly enhance the realism of the entire spectrum of DC-3 Airways conterminous United States flights.  
Credits and recommended websites:

Chris Sloan at http://airchive.com 

Bjorn Larsson and David Zekria at www.timetableimages.com 

Perry Sloan at www.airtimes.com 

Paul Freeman at http://members.tripod.com/airfields_freeman/index.htm 

Tom Gibson at www.calclassic.com 

DELTA: The Illustrated History of a Major U.S. Airline, Davies, Paladwr Press, Miami ©1990.
A Dream Takes Flight: Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport and Aviation in Atlanta, Braden & Hagan, University of Georgia Press, Athens & London, ©1989
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